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will prevail, timid irresolute and enervated by the sensu-
ality of his life. No united action was to be expected from
a government where the heads of the great departments
were independent of each other, and often at variance,
and when the sovereign, to whom they were nominally
responsible, was too weak to control them, and reduced to
intriguing against them in secret, satisfied if he could pre-
vent any one of them from becoming too powerful. The
chief power in the realm was engrossed by Madame de
Pompadour, who, though for some years she had ceased
to be the king's mistress, retained her influence over the
bored and listless monarch by her skill in amusing him
and ministering to his pleasures. The favourite made and
unmade ministers, appointed generals to the arm)'-, and
discussed with the latter the plans of their campaigns.

In this medley of conflicting authorities, Choiseul
made his weight felt from the first. Proud, resolute, and
daring-, he quickly gained an ascendency over

to?         M  _   ^   J t>                                                 J                Choiseul

the other ministers,  and while   stooping to obtains the
secure his  position  by complaisance to the ascendency-
favourite, he knew how to use her influence to secure his
own ends.    For the, first time since the death of Fleury
there was a Prime Minister in France.

ChoiseuPs accession to office was signalised by a
great outburst of energy. The treaties with Austria
were remodelled on terms more favourable to
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France, especially in the matter of subsidies, energetic
Ships and troops were collected for an invasion plans*
of the British Isles, while more than 100,000 men were
employed in Germany under Contades and the Duke of
Broglie, the best generals that France possessed.    The
colonies, indeed, were neglected, but Choiseul proposed
to win them back in Hanover and in England itself.
Choiseul came too late into power.    Pitt's eloquence had
created in England a spirit that carried all before it, and